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Eureka! A new 

meeting spot has 

been located!!! 
 

Hosted by: RE/MAX Realty 
17319 US Highway 281 North 

Suite 206 
San Antonio, Texas78232 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2020 
For Modelers, By Modelers, About Modeling 

 

 
 

“On Thanksgiving I will stop to give thanks 
that my family is safe and healthy, especially 
because I realize that, following the tragedies 
of this year, it is all too real a possibility that 
they might not have been.” 
 
“Cooking Tip: wrap turkey leftovers in 
aluminum foil and throw them out.”  
 

“Most turkeys taste better the day after; my 
mother’s tasted better the day before.” 
 
“The Thanksgiving tradition is, we overeat. 
‘Hey, how about at Thanksgiving we just eat a 
lot?’ ‘But we do that every day!’ ‘Oh. What if 
we eat a lot with people that annoy the hell 
out of us?” 
 
“If there’s one thing I’ve learned over the 
eons, it’s that you can’t give up on your 
family, no matter how tempting they make 
it.” 
 
"There is always, always something to be 
thankful for.” 
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To aid in locating the new meeting spot, two overhead photos (plus an insert of the 
business front) are shown below:  
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Of Interest to Me 
 

by Sam Casas IPMS $40033 
 

When I relocated from Plano to San Antonio in 2006, I managed to infiltrate one of the IPMS Alamo Squadron club 
meetings and was warmly greeted and welcomed to the society. [Note to self: There are more armor builders in 
these parts of the state.] 
 

Separate from becoming model aware (i.e., scoping out local area plastic emporiums), there is the matter of 
finding suitable housing for myself and spouse.  This leads me to my interesting encounter. 
 

I was provided the name of a realtor by one of the fellows who work on my team. The realtor’s name is Bob 
Bordelon. In the course of him driving my wife and I around and showing us prospective homes, we started talking 
about where he was from and where he grew up. He mentioned he was a native San Antonian and so I casually 
asked him about a high school which I knew of and held in high regard because of its junior ROTC program; Central 
Catholic.  It turns out he was a graduate of the school as was his older brother. This is where it got interesting to 
me. 
 

His older brother was Staff Sergeant William J. Bordelon, USMC, who was posthumously awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for bravery during the battle of Tarawa (Gilbert Islands).  Bob relayed quite a bit of 
information and I could tell he was rather humbled when I pressed him for more. I knew how Tarawa was the 
bloodiest battle for the Marines in WWII but I wanted to learn more about the events and of his brother’s 
recognition. I left the topic alone for the duration of Bob’s home tour with us. 
 

When I got to the hotel, I Googled Bordelon’s name and learned more about the events that led to his death and of 
the commendation he was awarded posthumously.  He was the first of four Marines to be awarded the CMH for 
action on Tarawa and the only enlisted man to do so.   
 

I also learned that Sgt Bordelon was originally buried on Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, and then moved to the U.S. 
Army Mausoleum at Scoffield Barracks in Hawaii. He was then subsequently re-interred in 1995 in the National 
Cemetery at Fort Sam Houston Cemetery, San Antonio. As part of the relocation process for Sgt Bordelon, his body 

was laid in state at the Alamo shrine. This was an honor 
bestowed to him as a citizen of San Antonio while 
noting that only four other individuals had ever been 
honored thusly throughout the history of Texas’ most 
famous monument. 
 

William Bordelon was born on Christmas Day in 1920.  
He joined the Marine Corps 3 days after Pearl Harbor. 
 

I also learned that a destroyer was named after him.  
Here are some particulars about the ship (I’m 
particularly in awe of the intro sentence but the quote 
doesn’t have a cited source). 

 
“There are good ships, and there are wood ships, the ships that sail the sea.  But the best ships are friendships, and 

may they always be.” 
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The Bordelon was a Gearing class destroyer (DD), the last class of US Navy destroyers to see combat in World War 
2. 
 
The Gearing class was a modification to the previous Sumner class, a modification which added 14 feet to the 
length for additional fuel storage to increase the operating range for the vast areas of the Pacific. With the 
increased length, the Gearing class was marginally faster than the Sumner class. These destroyers were to be the 
mainstay of the US Navy for over twenty years.  

 

http://www.navsource.org/archives/05/881.htm 
 
I suppose my take away and intention with sharing this article is that I enjoy making acquaintances and learning 
about people’s experiences, background and interests.  And as with any give and take interaction in our world, one 
can never stop learning.  It’s a friendly world out there and all you have to do is be a friend.  And you never know 
about a person (or their family) who may be sitting next to you until you start chatting. 
 
(Postscript: Bob passed away in 2012.) 
 
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sanantonio/obituary.aspx?n=robert-t-bordelon&pid=158609960&fhid=8900  
 

-30- 
 

 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 
From a Loyal Reader: 
 “Hey. Why don’t you have a Letters to the Editor section?” 
 

Editor: 
 “Because I don’t get any letters.”  

http://www.navsource.org/archives/05/881.htm
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sanantonio/obituary.aspx?n=robert-t-bordelon&pid=158609960&fhid=8900
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“On the Road” Feature 
 

Article, photos and images by Dick Montgomery IPMS #14003 
 
 

 
A Modeler’s Bucket List – the IPMS/UK Convention in Telford. 

“Going Long – Part 4” Final Travelogue Segment 
 

(Continued from the October 2020 Navigator.) 
 

In this “Going to the Telford Convention” series of articles, we began by making a significant decision at the outset 
of planning for the trip. We decided that, after the Telford Convention on Saturday and Sunday, we would travel to 
London and visit several historical sites and locations of interest to modelers. After the convention began to shut 
down on Sunday, we departed Telford and arrived in London in just a few hours via train. 
 

 On Monday and Tuesday, we visited the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, the Cutty Sark, the HMS Belfast, 
the Golden Hind, and the HQS Wellington. 

 

 We took a stroll that started at the Wellington Arch, walking to Buckingham Palace and to Churchill’s War 
Rooms. 

 

 We took some time to do a walk-thru of Westminster Abbey and the nearby Jewel Tower, and then 
continued to the Imperial War Museum-Lambeth.  

 

 We’ve experienced several forms of transportation while on this trip.  
 

 We traveled by train to get to Telford and then to London.  
 

 While in London we have taken the Tube to a variety of locations and enjoyed a boat ride on the Thames.  
 

 We have yet to take one of those famous red double-decker buses or call a taxi, but the trip isn’t over yet.  
 
In this final installment, we have only one day of touring remaining on our itinerary and a tough choice to make. 
The choice narrows down to visiting one or the other of two well known and outstanding museums. We can visit 
the RAF Museum near the Colindale Tube Station in a suburb of London, or we can visit RAF Duxford. We have only 
one more day remaining in London and we want to make the most of it! And for our final day in the UK, here are 
our two choices: 
 

 The RAF Museum – https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/ 
 

 Imperial War Museum- Duxford - https://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-duxford 

 
Let’s start by taking a look at the Imperial War Museum – Duxford. 

https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/
https://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-duxford
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Duxford is Europe’s largest aircraft museum. On display 
are aircraft dating from World War I to the current day, 
both military and civilian. A hanger is dedicated to aircraft 
flown by the United States Air Force. Other hangers 
contain aircraft flown by the RAF as well other nations. 
Duxford exhibits are not exclusively “aircraft” related. An 
entire hanger features armor, or “armour” when in 
England. Duxford has an active runway and during my 
2018 visit I was fortunate to video a Hurricane 
approaching the runway and landing. There is, of course, a 
restaurant (snack bar) and a Gift Shop on site as well. 
 
 
  

 
 
I consider Duxford to be the most outstanding aviation museum that I’ve visited, on par with the air-related 
museums at the Smithsonian and Udvar Hazy.  The entry fee is a little steep, at about $20.00 in 2018, but its well 
worth it. By far, I have more images taken at Duxford than at any other single site I’ve visited in the U.K., or for that 
matter, anywhere in the countries to which I’ve traveled, and sites which I’ve visited. My “image count” for 
Duxford exceeds 500 by a handful. (Praise be unto digital photography!)  
 
Duxford is a “full-day” excursion from London. In fact, one of the reasons I chose to stay at the Royal National Hotel 
in London, was because I had planned to travel to Duxford to visit the museum. The Royal National is only a 15-
minute walk from King’s Cross Train Station, the starting point for the train ride to Duxford. Doing some research 
on how one will travel to Duxford is especially important. Some routes will take as little as 50 minutes, while other 
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routes may be double that figure. It depends on how many stops the train makes on its way to Cambridge, the 
location where one will disembark the train. The upside in taking the train into Cambridge is that you can purchase 
a ticket for a non-stop train, with an estimated travel time of about 50 minutes. And believe me, the trains run on 
time! The downside to going to Cambridge is that it is necessary, upon arrival, to visit the Taxi queue and lay out 
the extra cost of the Taxi to take you from the Cambridge Station to the Visitor’s Center at Duxford.  The distance 
from the Cambridge Rail Station to the Duxford Museum is only 11 miles, but I have no idea what that equates to 
in taxi fees. 
 
Other options present themselves as one does some research on the transportation issue. Whittlesford is a small 
town located just two miles to the east of the Duxford Museum. One can walk the two miles in about 40 minutes, 
the terrain is rather flat so there is little in the way to make it a difficult walk. However, there are no sidewalks, per 
se, on that route for pedestrians and the traffic on the roads can be a bit…. intimidating. Of course, there are Taxis 
available for the journey and the fee should not be outrageous. One other factor to consider, however, is that of 
the time it takes to take the train from London to Whittlesford. 
 
The Duxford website has an excellent page which covers the important issue of “how to get there”. There are links 
to bus service from Whittlesford to the Duxford area, and also links to various train services. And, “how”, you ask, 
“did I get there?” I took a non-stop train from King’s Cross-London to Cambridge. In Cambridge I linked up with a 
friend who was visiting his son and daughter-in-law who live in the U.K. The son drove the four of us to Duxford, 
and then returned to Cambridge Station at the end of the day so that my friend and I could take the train back to 
London. 
 
You have three important purchases that will be required if 
Duxford is your destination of choice. The train trip from 
King’s Cross to Cambridge and return will run about $50, or 
about 40 Pounds Sterling. The entry ticket to the Duxford 
Museum was £17.50.  
 
You have three important purchases that will be required if 
Duxford is your destination of choice. The train trip from 
King’s Cross to Cambridge and return will run about $50, or 
about £40.00. The entry ticket to the Duxford Museum was 
£17.50. I have no clue as to the Taxi fee from Cambridge to 
Duxford. A guess-ti-mate of about £15.00 one way and that 
ought to be within reason. The total of these fees is about 
£75.00. And then add on a fee for some food at the Food 
Shop in the Visitor’s Center, and perhaps dinner as well as 
lunch. Of course, you could wait until you return to the 
Cambridge Rail station for dinner, or even until you return to 
King’s Cross. You will spend around $100 in U.S. funds for this 
day excursion, but you will also find Duxford to be a 
spectacular museum. And then there is the train ride, and 
that’s always fun! 
 
The other option is to spend your last day in the UK at the RAF Museum located near Colindale, a suburb on the 
northern side of London. This museum is 1st Class, with a wide variety of aircraft on display from the early days of 
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aviation, WWI, between the wars, WWII, and to modern aircraft.  There is a Snack Bar located near the Gift Shop 
and you can eat lunch sitting at a table under the wing of a Short Sunderland. 
 
The RAF Museum is easier to get to than Duxford. If memory serves, and sometimes it does not, the ride to 
Colindale Station and then back to the station near my hotel was about £ 7.50 to      £ 8.00. The RAF Museum is a 
short walk from the Colindale Station, taking about 15 minutes. The RAF Museum website is showing that 
admission is free. I do not remember if that was the case in 2018 during my visit, but my notes do not indicate that 
there was an entry fee. I have a vague recollection of there being a “Donation Station” at which I deposited some 
Pounds Sterling. 
 
There are six Exhibition Hangers to visit. Hanger 1 features “The First 100 Years” of RAF stories and a display 
labeled as “First to the Future”. Hanger 2 features artifacts from the 1st World War. Hangers 3, 4 and 5 cover “War 
in the Air”, and Hanger 6 addresses “The RAF in an Age of Uncertainty.” 
 
There is another attraction near the RAF Museum, only 5 minutes away. Hannants is a well-known Modeler’s 
Paradise. Most American modelers know of Hannants, and many have made on-line purchases from Hannants (I’m 
raising my right hand to signal that I’ve done that). There is a Hannants “outlet” just a five-minute walk from the 
RAF Museum.  It is a small building with little signage. Be sure to check the Hannants website for business hours. 
Visit the Hannants-Colindale website at https://www.hannants.co.uk/product/COLINDALE. Take note of the image 
of the building that appears on the website. This is not the main Hannants facility, that being in Suffolk. The 
Colindale location is an “outlet”, but is very well stocked. 

 
The RAF Museum option has the added benefit of a quick trip to the Hannants outlet (again, be aware of the Hours 
of Operation) and does not require a Taxi or a train ride. It is far less expensive to visit than Duxford, but then that 
depends on how many models you buy during your visit! Duxford or 
RAF Museum/Colindale………….it’s up to you. 
 
This has been a spectacular experience! We attended the IPMS-UK 
convention on Saturday and Sunday. We traveled to London and did 
quite a bit of site-seeing. We’ve visited several museums, mostly for 
aircraft modelers but there have been a number of sea-faring 
subjects as well as a chance to stand in both hemispheres at the 
same time at the Greenwich Royal Observatory. We’ve used Google-
Maps to conduct virtual visits of the various sites, and those virtual scenes helped us to navigate effectively 

https://www.hannants.co.uk/product/COLINDALE
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throughout our stay in London. We’ve had the opportunity to enjoy some train travel through the English 
countryside, and we’ve become very adept at navigating on the London Tube. We’ve added to our modeling stash 
with some purchases at Hannants and at the gift shops of the museums we’ve visited. 
 
Now, it’s time to go home. One of the considerations that is important is how to get back to the airport from your 
hotel. On my inbound leg it told just under an hour to take the Tube from Heathrow Terminal 3 to the Russell 
Square Station. Both Heathrow and Russell Square are on the Piccadilly Line and that is extremely helpful since no 
transfers are required. Upon my arrival I tracked the length of time it took to get from Heathrow to Russell Square 
and, as just mentioned, it was just under an hour. I chose an arrival time that meant I would miss the rush-hour 
that can make Tube rides unpleasant, so going inbound it would be advantageous to arrive at about 8a.m., local 
time. By the time you clear Customs and Baggage Claim you will have avoided the morning rush hour. Heading 
home, you might want to consider a Taxi but that can get pricy. For the same distance on the Tube ride that was £ 
2.40, the Taxi ride will be much more expensive. The taxi will be quieter, more comfortable, and easier, but more 
expensive. And note that the cab ride took about the same amount of time as the Tube ride. 
When asked, the staff at the Hotel (Royal National) suggested that it would be wise to build in about 4 or 5 hours 
to depart the hotel, travel to Heathrow, check in your luggage, and go through Customs. I found that 5 hours was a 
very generous estimate, in my experience it took about 2 ½ hours. But its better to be early for an international 
flight than be late. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed my trip in 2018, meeting up with friends in London, at the Telford Convention, and then for 
the trip to Duxford. My pre-trip planning and research, especially my virtual walking tours on Google Maps were 
extremely helpful and contributed to the success of the trip. It is my hope that I might, once more, I will be able to 
attend the Telford convention, and perhaps, I’ll see you there. Happy Travels! 
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Commission Work 
 

When visiting my local Dibbles Hobbies store a few months back, I spied a fine diorama piece being worked on. I 
share a few pictures to relate that experience. (Manpower and photos provided by Jeff Chaldek, 
dibbleshobbbies@gmail.com) 

 
Modeling Specifics: 
Manufacturer: 
Old Glory 
 
Size: 10mm 
wargame scale 
(approx 1/144 
scale) 
 
Material: Resin 
 
Price for base kit: 
$101.00 
 
Cannons: primarily 
10mm, also by Old 
Glory (others from 
old stuff) 

Original kit before project start. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Completed project. 
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Most of the scratch building was done using: 

 Round toothpicks 

 Bamboo skewers 

 Tablet back cardboard 

 Thin sheet plastic strips 

 Minwax stainable wood filler 

 Built on a base of 1/2" blue foam, laminated to a 
thin sheet of MDF.
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Club Member’s Insight 
(From last months’ meeting notes with a summary table provided 

by Dana Mathes) 
(No, not THESE kinds of tracks)      

Modeling Tracks for Armored Vehicles 
 

I. Detailed and Accurate Tracks Add Greatly to an Armor Model 
A. Added Detail: Many surfaces to highlight 
B. Realistic: Track sag, weight, lay on wheels and ground 
C. Weathering and Painting Points 

a. Wear and damage on rubber parts of wheels and track 
b. Metal contact surfaces vs. rusting of Metal parts 
c. Mud and road dust 
d. Blending with hull and rest of vehicle 
e. Secondary armor and track spares are weathered differently than running track 

 

II.  Judging Criteria 
A. Alignment and Sag 
B. Continuity with Vehicle - weathering, colors 
C. Detailing 
D. Note variability of sag on actual vehicles per references 

 

III.  Types of Track (See Table) 
A. Discrepancies of track link count in instructions or references versus what fits 
B. Note post-installation loosening and sag 

 

IV. Tools and Products 
A. Aluminum track forms (specific to vehicle type) to correctly shape polystyrene. segmented or individual link 

tracks. 
B. Adjustable wooden forms for handling individual link tracks. 
C. Blackening solutions for white metal links. 
D. Monofilament fishing line to tie track in place. 

 

V.  Steps for Painting and Simple Weathering of Tracks 
A. Prime and paint track pads on the sprue if separate pieces 
B. Assemble and prime track as a unit 
C. Base colors: Red Brown for metal surfaces, Flat Black/Nato Black for pads 
D. Wash with Raw Umber oils 
E. Wash with earth colored chalks (in thinner solution),  
F. Apply dark gray chalk to road wheel runs on track 
G. Dry brush with earth colors to match weathering 
H. Paint metal contact surfaces of track aluminum or metallic silver. 
I. Use artist and graphite pencils to highlight contact points 
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Summary Table 
 

Tracks for AFV Models 
Dana Mathes 

 
 

 

 

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 
 

As you know Alamo Squadron is resuming in-person meetings with the proper safety protocol.  As you have seen 
from Keith's recent email, the November meeting will take place at a new venue near 1604 and 281.  That means 
that we have the opportunity to have demos again as part of our club meetings. 
 

This note is an invitation for you to give a demonstration or lead a discussion of a modeling technique, a tool, 
research methods, painting techniques, or any other modeling-related topic you'd like to share with the club.  Being 
hunkered down this year, there are bound to be many things the group has learned that can help the club advance 
its modeling skills. 
 

If you'd be willing to present a 15-20 minute demonstration at a club meeting at one of the upcoming 
monthly meetings (Nov, Jan, Feb, Mar, Apr), please send a note back to me with a brief description of your topic. 
 

Thanks for your consideration, Dana. huskercat@gmail.com  

mailto:huskercat@gmail.com
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Book Review 
Item Reviewed: F6F Hellcat-in detail & scale 
Reviewed by: Floyd S. Werner, Jr. 
IPMS#: 26266  
Review Subject: Aircraft 
Type of Review: Reference  
Price: $19.99 and $12.99 digital version  
Author: Bert Kinzey & Chris Sakal  
Company: Detail & Scale  
ISBN #: 9798625145039 
Other Publication Information: Softbound 
Product / Stock #:  D&S Volume 10 
Web Site: www.detailandscale.com  
Product provided by: Detail & Scale  
Direct Link to info: 
http://www.detailandscale.com/F6F_Hellcat_in_Detail_and_Scale_Book.html  
Direct Link to order: https://www.amazon.com/F6F-Hellcat-Detail-
Scale/dp/B086FLTD4X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1S5U7YVIKZC63&dchild=1&keywords=detail+and+scale+books&qid=160312
1266&sprefix=Detail+and+%2Caps%2C162&sr=8-1  
 
 
The latest book, and digital book, from Detail & Scale is actually the third time that the F6F Hellcat has been covered 
by them. They released the original book in 1987 and then again in 1996. This book is more comprehensive than 
either of those volumes. 

 
The printed version is available from Amazon in a soft bound book containing 102 pages of information. No Detail & 
Scale book would be complete without excellent photographs and this book is no different. It contains 270 photos, 
mostly in full color (192), and of course the fabulous artwork of Rock Roszak. In this case, there are 23 profiles and 

http://www.detailandscale.com/
http://www.detailandscale.com/F6F_Hellcat_in_Detail_and_Scale_Book.html
https://www.amazon.com/F6F-Hellcat-Detail-Scale/dp/B086FLTD4X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1S5U7YVIKZC63&dchild=1&keywords=detail+and+scale+books&qid=1603121266&sprefix=Detail+and+%2Caps%2C162&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/F6F-Hellcat-Detail-Scale/dp/B086FLTD4X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1S5U7YVIKZC63&dchild=1&keywords=detail+and+scale+books&qid=1603121266&sprefix=Detail+and+%2Caps%2C162&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/F6F-Hellcat-Detail-Scale/dp/B086FLTD4X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1S5U7YVIKZC63&dchild=1&keywords=detail+and+scale+books&qid=1603121266&sprefix=Detail+and+%2Caps%2C162&sr=8-1
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drawings that highlight the changes and markings of the Hellcat. The line drawings are actually done by noted 
aviation historian, Dana Bell. Let’s see what is inside. 

 
The book starts out with the prototype 
and progresses through the XF6F-6.  
The drones and Blue Angel variants are 
also covered. The Hellcat history is 
covered and gives a good overview of 
the development of the most prolific 
air-to-air fighter ever built. Besides the 
prototype XF6F-1 with its covered 
propeller and natural metal finish, 
there are plenty of pictures of four 
bladed variants too. The XF6F-2 looks 
quite unique with a four bladed prop.  
The first production fighter, the F6F-3, 
entered service in a little less than 15 
months from the concept to 
production. A remarkable feat for such 

a prominent aircraft. The Grumman Iron Works had another winning Navy fighter on its hands.  Each unique night 
fighter variant is also covered, including cockpit photos and radar photos.  Everything that the modeler would need 
to do it right. The F6F-5 was the last production variant and it is covered in depth.  The addition of rockets and the 
small structural changes are addressed in photos and text. The final prototype, the XF6F-6, is shown including the 

cockpit and revised cowling. How do they find this stuff, especially since 
there were only two every made? 
 
The Blue Angels started their existence in 1946 using the Hellcat. There 
are some neat pics of the “Navy Flight Exhibition Team”. This section is 
followed up by the very colorful Hellcat Drones. Besides being used in 
the testing of nuclear weapons on Bikini Atoll and during missile testing, 
they were actually used in combat in Korea and had some success. Thus 
ended the combat career of the Hellcat with the US military. 
 
Foreign Hellcats are covered and all the nations flying it are addressed, 
such as Great Britain, France and Uruguay. An interview with David 
McCampbell is the next section and this is well worth the price of the 
book itself.  Minsi, Minsi II and III are shown. Minsi IV was given to him 
when he returned to the States for a bond tour.  
 
Then comes the thing that Detail & Scale are famous for the detail 
shots. This section is filled with beautiful color photos, starting in the 
cockpit. The differences are highlighted between the -3 and the -5.  The 

same applies to the canopy and the engine cowlings. This section is everything that you could hope for as a 
modeler. While the photos are great the text contains some very interesting facts that the modeler will love to 
know about. 
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Hellcat paint schemes and markings are covered in the next chapter. The Hellcat developed throughout the war so 
its camouflage developed as the war progressed.  From the early war blue grey 
over light grey to the tri-color scheme right on through to the Gloss Sea Blue.  
Likewise the markings ranged from circle star to the red surround to the white 
star and bars. Because the Hellcat was used post-war as well there is the star 

and bars with the red stripe as well. 
 
Then comes the final section, the one 
that sets Detail & Scale apart from other 
reference books, the Modelers Section.  
Older kits in a variety of scales are 
discussed. Then the more recent kits are 
discussed from 1/144th to 1/24. This is a 
very extensive listing. 

 
This book is typical for the whole 
Detail & Scale line of books and 
eBooks. They are thoroughly 
researched, lavishly illustrated and 
a one stop shop for the model 
builder. This book is a great 
addition to any library. It is also 
available in Kindle version which 
offers additional options like the 
ability to enlarge photos. Still for 
those old school like me, I enjoy 
the ability to have a book in my hand. The photos and drawings are first 
rate. The detail photos are really useful for any modeler. The information is really informative for the historian. 
Another great addition to the Detail & Scale library. 
 
Highly recommended. 
 
Thanks to Detail & Scale for the review copy.  You can obtain your copy by ordering on Amazon at 
https://www.amazon.com/F6F-Hellcat-Detail-
Scale/dp/B086FLTD4X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1S5U7YVIKZC63&dchild=1&keywords=detail+and+scale+books&qid=160312
1266&sprefix=Detail+and+%2Caps%2C162&sr=8-1  

https://www.amazon.com/F6F-Hellcat-Detail-Scale/dp/B086FLTD4X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1S5U7YVIKZC63&dchild=1&keywords=detail+and+scale+books&qid=1603121266&sprefix=Detail+and+%2Caps%2C162&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/F6F-Hellcat-Detail-Scale/dp/B086FLTD4X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1S5U7YVIKZC63&dchild=1&keywords=detail+and+scale+books&qid=1603121266&sprefix=Detail+and+%2Caps%2C162&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/F6F-Hellcat-Detail-Scale/dp/B086FLTD4X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1S5U7YVIKZC63&dchild=1&keywords=detail+and+scale+books&qid=1603121266&sprefix=Detail+and+%2Caps%2C162&sr=8-1
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Upcoming IPMS Region 6 Area Club Events 
Provided by Dick Montgomery IPMS #14003 

 

Coordinate with Contacts to verify the schedule and location is 
accurate before finalizing plans. 

 

 

 

  

Date Title Contact Location Address 

January 31, 2021 
 

CANCELLED 

CALMEX 35 
 

 

Robert Leishman 
swampclub@yahoo.com  

Lake Charles 
Civic Center 

900 Lakeshore 
Drive,  
Lake Charles, LA, 
70601 

February 20, 
2021 

ModelFiesta 40 Mark Verdi 
alamosquadron@gmail.com 
 

San Antonio 
Event Center 

8111 Meadowleaf 
Drive  
San Antonio, TX 
 78227 

March 20, 2021 RiverCon X  

IPMS Region 6 Regional 
Andrew Bloom 
1952@gmail.com   

LSUS University 
Center 

One University 
Place 
 Shreveport, LA 
71111 

August 18 -21, 
2021 

IPMS National Convention 

 
 

  Las Vegas, NV 

mailto:swampclub@yahoo.com
mailto:alamosquadron@gmail.com
mailto:1952@gmail.com
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One More Thing… 
What is a Modeler? (Reprinted from NCT Newsletter June 2006) 
By Michael Benolkin, 
Publisher, Cybermodeler Online  

 

A modeler is someone whose hobby it is to create or recreate an image in three dimensions. I distinguish “recreate” 
versus “create” because the hobby branches into two disciplines that I’ll call “accuracy” and “art”: 

An “accuracy” modeler is one that likes to recreate a particular tank, aircraft, ship, or whatever right down to 
the most realistic and accurate detail. In the extreme, the accuracy modeler will recreate the subject from a 
photograph to represent a specific point in time and recreate details down to chipped paint, patched up battle 
damage, etc.  
An “artist” will take the same model and render the subject as an interpretation and take come creative license 
to make the model distinctive and eye-catching 
  

A really talented modeler is one who can apply the best mixture of both disciplines. After all, unless the photograph 
is a walk around, there is a certain amount of “art” even in accuracy to interpolate what the other side of the 
subject looked like! 
 

How many times have we gone to a model contest and ignored an accurate model because it was a recreation of a 
bland subject? How many time have we seen models that had so much creativity that you want to revoke the 
modeler’s “artistic license”? Then again, how many times have you seen a model do very well at one contest and 
get completely ignored at another? Modeling is VERY subjective. 
 

The problem here is that we don’t have a problem – modeling is not a one-size-fits-all hobby. If you take the above 
definitions and add some dimension to the equation, then the hobby begins to take shape: 

A one-dimensional modeler is one who builds a tank, aircraft, figure, etc., and displays the result as-is.  
A two-dimensional modeler is one who takes that tank, aircraft, figure, etc., and mounts it to some sort of 
display base to add a touch of sophistication.  
A multi-dimensional modeler is one who can effectively take that central subject of tank, aircraft, figure, or 
some combination thereof, and tell a story in three dimensions with a vignette or diorama. Some of the more 
talented modelers in this dimension will recreate a moment in time out of a photograph. Others can tell one or 
more stories very clearly. 
 

One of my favorites was a vignette of two American soldiers in a foxhole with a Tiger tank sitting above them. One 
was looking up in horror while the other was on the radio saying “I have a target for you, but you’re going to have to 
be patient!” This was a recreation of a WWII cartoon published in Stars and Stripes. 
 

So which one is the best? The answer to that is simple – which one (or more) is fun for you? This is a hobby and it is 
supposed to be fun. Don’t let comments from other modelers sway you from your idea of relaxation. Some are 
quite vocal about what they view is “proper modeling” but in the end, many of these folks haven’t produced a 
model of their own in some time. Like photography, car restoration, sports, or any other hobby, each event is a 
learning experience and each has its share of ‘vocal critics’. 
 

In the end, if you want to learn to improve yourself in this hobby, don’t be afraid to try new things, but don’t accept 
criticism from those who are not teaching. You can tell the teachers – they don’t knock what you’ve done, they 
show you how to do more. Remember, this is about building and painting little plastic models, not solving world 
hunger or nuclear proliferation. Keep it fun! Now go build something!  
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IPMS–Alamo Squadron San Antonio Texas meets on the 1
st
 Thursday evening of each month.  Meetings start at 7:00 PM 

Central Time for general social catch-up with the business portion starting at approximately 7:15 PM.  Monthly agendas 
usually consist of event (local and regional) updates, members promoting their “works-in-progress, a member vote for the 
month’s model of choice, a kit of the month feature and presentation or demonstration of a modeler’s technique.   
 
Every attempt is made to communicate with chapter members any last minute changes in the meeting locale. For information 
on meetings, future agenda items, coming events or general IPMS Alamo Squadron please contact Keith or Dana. 
 
 

The Navigator is the monthly publication of IPMS–Alamo Squadron used to communicate chapter news, functions, contest 
information, and other events or items of interest on the local, regional, and national modeling scene.  Subscriptions are 
$12.00 annual* as part of club membership dues and distributed electronically via email.  

 
 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the respective authors and should not be construed as the 
views or opinions of either IPMS–Alamo Squadron or IPMS–USA.  Article contributions, feedback and questions for the 
newsletter are always welcome and actively encouraged.  The deadline for written submissions to The Navigator is the last 
Friday of each month prior to month of issue.  Written contributions can be provided as an MS-Word or ASCII text file on 
floppy diskette at any meeting or as a file attachment via an email note to the editor. 
 
Sam Casas – scasas002@satx.rr.com  
Newsletter Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.alamosquadron.com 
 

QR Code for the club 
website. Scan it with your 
cell phone’s QR software 
to get to our web site! 

 

QR Code for the club 
Facebook Page. Scan it with 
your cell phone’s QR 
software to get to our home 
on FB. 

 
 

Team Lead for the National IPMS/USA Convention: 2023  IPMS/USA Region 6 Newsletter of the Year: 2017 
IPMS/USA Region 6 Chapter of the Year: 2016  IPMS/USA Chapter of the Year: 1999 & 2005 

Executive Board for 
IPMS Alamo Squadron San Antonio, Texas 

President:        Keith Rule     krule1148@gmail.com 

 

Vice-President:      Dana Mathes    huskercat@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer:         Christopher Settle      csettle99x@yahoo.com 

The Newsletter of the IPMS Alamo Squadron IPMS Chapter 
The San Antonio chapter of the International Plastic Modelers’ Society 

A registered 501c-7 organization 
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