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As you all heard at our May 
meeting, my number one 
priority going forward is the 
increase of our membership. 

We have a great core 
membership, and we accomplish a lot. Just 
look at the success of our Model Fiestas and 
when we hosted the Nationals.  

The future of our hobby needs the inclusion of younger 
folks, to get them excited about what we do and to 
ensure they carry on the passion and commitment we 
all share. There were several great ideas that came out 
at the last meeting: invitation cards to hand out to 
people, inviting groups to our meetings to see what we 
do, and hosting build nights. 

This hobby is special for several reasons, and a few 
examples come to mind. 

Historical Appreciation: Many modelers find their 

subjects from history. This ranges from the early days 
of flight to the Space Shuttle, Model T’s to Ferraris, 
WWI Male and Female tanks to the M1A1 Abrams. 
Figures can cover all categories and emotions. Research 
and dedication to detail are what we all strive for. 

Memories: Your first car, an airplane you flew or 

worked on, ships you served on…these possibilities are 
endless! 

 

What if’s: This is a unique category that could include 

everything from A to Z, including futuristic Sci-Fi and 
Gunpla. Why not explore some uncharted areas! 

Everyone has interests and passions. As you can see, 
anyone of any age can easily fall into any of these 
categories and find something of interest for them to 
replicate. This hobby, more than any other, is 
accessible to anyone willing to try and have fun doing 
it. The simple act of sitting down and opening a new kit 
is still thrilling to me as I consider all the possibilities. 
Not every model will be an award winner, I know that, 
but I do know I’ll have a good time working on it! 

For those of us that have our niche, I encourage you to 
expand your horizons. I have a Gundam I am working 
on, and I am having a great time with it! By expanding 
our horizons and overlapping with other people’s 
interests, it will help in growing interest in our hobby. 
Our passion for what we do not only drives us, but it 
helps others find that thrill. Do you remember the first 
time you put a model on the shelf and called it done? 
Let’s strive, as we move forward as a club—a model 
building club—that we look for opportunities to reach 
out and help others find the joy we discovered long 
ago. 

Work hard and have fun doing it! 

Jim 

Back to Home Page 

The President’s Corner 
Where Do We Go From Here? 

By Jim Morton, President 
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When I was nearing retirement, I 
was required to take a four-day 
retirement seminar. The 
instructors stressed “keeping 
busy” with a part-time job or 
finding a hobby. So when I did 

retire, I was pretty well done with going to 
sea. I didn’t want to see so much as an oar. 
After 42 years, I figured I’d earned that. 

So I applied to bakeries, hobby stores, etc. Crickets. 
Someone bragged he could get me in with FEMA. 
Crickets. I even applied as a traveling instructor in 
Bridge Resource Management, a Navy contract. After 
waiting six months, I was told the new contract 
mandated local hires only, which meant Norfolk. So I 
applied to Home Depot because, as my barber said, 
“They’ll hire anybody.” Well, after two months of 
working eight-hour days for 39 hours a week watering 
plants, my feet and back were killing me, so I threw in 
the towel. 

What does all this have to do with models? I’m getting 
to that. 

I tried golf, but the lessons were too expensive. Then 
one day I went to Hobby Lobby for some reason and 
wandered into the model section, where I learned that 
every two weeks Hobby Lobby held a 40% sale on 
plastic models. So I bought some cars and a few other 
items, then promptly went down to Hill Country Hobby 
where, you guessed it, I plunked down a significant sum 
for what I thought were the essentials. I even used 
some of them! Other essentials I have yet to use. I even 
bought more models and ordered still more. 

My doom was joining my local IPMS chapter. I met the 
twin brother of Burl Ives, who explained the ins and 
outs of Model Summit Award and the like. I wandered 
over to the  Work in Progress (WIP) and the judging 
table; I listened in on modelers exchanging tips. It was 
like a narcotic, and my creative juices were flowing! I 
couldn’t wait to get started. Pretty soon, I was 
downloading YouTube videos. I was quizzing other 
modelers on their techniques. Then there were the 
giveaways. There were a lot of giveaways. My stash was 
growing. The garage was getting full. I bought a storage 
rack. Then came Model Fiesta and the Nationals in 
Bulverde. I kept bringing home more and more “must-
haves.” 

I guess you know how the story ends. My wife, at first 
supportive of my new crack addiction, came to me one 
day and said, “You know, you’ll probably be dead 
before you finish all those kits.” Oh, bother. Now if I 
can just stay out of Barnes & Noble, maybe I’ll finish 
ahead of the game. 

Back to Home Page 

How Did I Get Here? 
 By Gene Botkins 

Garage Model-Building Work Area  
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There are moments in scale 
modeling when everything just 
clicks together beautifully. Parts 
fit perfectly, seams disappear 

with minimal effort, and the 
project moves along like a dream. This was not 
one of those moments. 

For nearly a month, I had been steadily working on a 
German Pkw.1 Kübelwagen Type 82/3 — or “823” as 
the kit manufacturer labeled it — squeezing in bench 
time between work, responsibilities, and everyday life. 
Up until the final stages, everything was progressing 
surprisingly well. The small details were coming 
together nicely, the construction was clean, and I was 
beginning to feel that dangerous emotion every 
modeler eventually learns to fear:  CONFIDENCE. 

When A Model Fights Back!
 By Julio A. Caro  |  Page 1 of 3 



Page  5 

 
JUNE 2026 Edition  |  Region 06 Newsletter of the Year for 2025! 

The Calm Before the Storm 

By this stage of the build, I had already installed many 
of the delicate exterior details: headlights, taillights, 
antenna mounts, and a variety of other tiny parts 
seemingly designed by engineers with microscopic 
fingers and unlimited patience. 

Afterward, I primed the vehicle in preparation for 
painting and detailing. I also spent additional time 
working on the underside of the chassis, detailing and 
painting the engine and exhaust system before final 
priming. Everything was moving along smoothly. 

At least, that is what I thought. 

The Rear Bumper Bar Saga 

One of the more 
troublesome assemblies 
of the kit was the rear 
bumper support bar 
assembly. This 
deceptively simple 
structure consists of four parts: 

 Two side mounting brackets (E4 and E5) 

 One central support bracket (E11) 

 The support bar itself (E14) 
 
Simple enough in theory. 

In practice, however, these parts handled more like wet 
spaghetti than injection-molded plastic.  

Their delicate construction made assembly particularly 
challenging, and things only became more frustrating 
once everything was I installed the parts according to 
the instructions. 
 
The support bar would not align properly with one of 
the side brackets, causing the entire assembly to sit a 
bit crooked. No amount of careful adjustment seemed 
to correct the issue. 

After some investigation, I discovered the culprit: the 
right-side bracket was bent. I attempted what can only 
be described as microscopic battlefield surgery to 
straighten the part. While I managed to improve it 
somewhat, I was ultimately unable to restore it to its 
original shape and alignment.  

In hindsight, that damaged piece was almost certainly 
the reason the entire assembly refused to align 
correctly. 

Sometimes the enemy is not your skill level. Sometimes 
the enemy is physics. 

The Spotlight Incident 

As if the bumper assembly was 
not enough, disaster struck again during the priming 
process. 

Earlier in the build, I had installed the passenger-side 
spotlight, another extremely delicate part. Predictably, 
probably while handling the model during priming, the 
fragile spotlight snapped off! 

When A Model Fights Back!
 By Julio A. Caro  |  Page 2 of 3 
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I searched everywhere: the floor, the chair, the 
workbench, my sleeves, the trash can, under the bench, 
even inside my own pockets. But of course, I couldn’t 
find it.   

Every scale modeler knows this phenomenon well. 
Small parts sometimes vanish into a mysterious 
alternate universe never to be seen again.  

After an extensive but ultimately futile search, I was 
forced to accept reality: 

The spotlight was gone forever. 

The Decision 

At that point, after battling bent parts, 
and disappearing accessories, I made 
the difficult and probably sensible 
decision to order another kit and start 
fresh all over again. Oddly enough, I 
wasn’t even angry anymore—just tired. 

But rather than throw the damaged model away, I 
decided to salvage it as best I could and perhaps use it 
someday as a battle-damaged or abandoned vehicle in 
a future diorama. 

Final Thoughts 

Despite the setbacks, the experience reminded me of 
an important truth about scale modeling: 

Not every build is destined for the display case. 

Some builds become learning experiences. 
Some become spare parts donors. 
And some become cautionary tales. 

This Type 823 Kübelwagen somehow managed to 
become all three. 

Still, that is part of the hobby’s charm. Every failed 
repair, broken bracket, and vanished part becomes 
another story to laugh about later — preferably after 
ordering a replacement kit and emotionally recovering 
for a few days. 

After all, scale modeling is supposed to be relaxing—
usually.   

I’ve already received the replacement kit, and I plan to 
start building it as soon as I can finally get back to the 
workbench. So stay tuned for a future review of Round 
Two.  

Keep on modeling, y’all! 

Julio 

 

When A Model Fights Back!
 By Julio A. Caro  |  Page 3 of 3 
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There are many ways to create a 
sea base for your model ships. 
This is just one approach among 
many, and that is one of the 

beautiful aspects of scale 
modeling: there is no single “correct” way to 
achieve a realistic result. Nature itself is 
irregular, dynamic, and constantly changing. I 
call this method “The Aluminum Sea Method.” 
 
One of the best references you can use is photography. 
Study photos of real ships navigating through the sea 
and observe the color of the water, the shapes of the 
waves, wake patterns, foam distribution, and how the 
ocean reacts around the hull. These observations will 
help bring realism and motion to your display. 
 
For this project, the following materials were used: 
 
• Foamular insulation foam (Pink Panther foam) 
• Aluminum foil 
• White glue 
• Golden Modeling Paste / Light Molding Paste 
• Liquitex Gloss Medium 
• Acrylic paints 
 
The following sequence explains the process used to 
create this sea base. 
 

1. Preparing the Base 

The process begins with a piece of Foamular insulation 
foam. If the model is a full-hull ship, cut out the section 
where the hull will sit. If you are using a waterline 

model, simply draw the outline where the ship will later 
be placed. This initial preparation establishes the 
movement and direction of the vessel. Reference the 
photo below: 

Continues on the following page... 

 

 

 

 

Making Waves: Creating a Dynamic Sea Base for Model Ships  
By Gerardo “Jerry” Escobedo   |  Page 1 of 8 

Back to Home Page 
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2. Applying White Glue 

A generous layer of white glue is applied over the 
surface and distributed evenly with a brush. The glue 
serves as the adhesive foundation for the following 
layers. Do not worry about achieving a perfectly 
smooth finish at this stage. Texture is your ally when 
creating water effects. Reference the photo below: 

 
 

3. Creating the Wave Structure 

Small rolls of aluminum foil are made and arranged 
according to the type of waves desired. These foil 
shapes become the skeleton of the sea surface. 
At this point, you can already begin thinking about sea 
conditions: 
 
• Calm seas 
• Moderate swell 
• Heavy storm conditions 
• High-speed ship movement 
 
The arrangement of the foil determines much of the 
final character and energy of the ocean. Reference the 
photo below: 

Making Waves: Creating a Dynamic Sea Base for Model Ships  
By Gerardo “Jerry” Escobedo  |  Page 2 of 8 

Back to Home Page 
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4. Covering the Surface 

Another generous amount of white glue is applied over 
the base, including the foil wave structures. The glue is 
spread evenly to secure everything in place. Reference 
the photo below: 

 

 

5. Applying the Foil Skin 

A larger sheet of aluminum foil is carefully placed over 
the entire base. The area where the ship will sit is cut 
open so the hull can fit correctly later. 
The foil acts almost like a flexible “skin” over the wave 
structure. Reference the photo below: 
 

Continues on the following page... 

 

Making Waves: Creating a Dynamic Sea Base for Model Ships  
By Gerardo “Jerry” Escobedo  |  Page 3 of 8 

Back to Home Page 
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6. Shaping the Sea 

Using your fingers, gently but firmly press the foil down 
over the wave structures. As the foil conforms to the 
shapes underneath, the waves begin to appear 
embossed on the surface. 
 
This is where the sea truly begins to come alive. 
Do not over think perfection. Natural water is chaotic 
and irregular.  Reference the photo below: 

7. Defining the Waves 

Once pressed into place, the wave patterns become 
visible across the entire base. Certain areas can be 
refined with additional pressure or shaping as needed. 
This stage already provides a convincing sense of 
movement and energy. Reference the photo below: 
 

Continues on the following page... 

 

Making Waves: Creating a Dynamic Sea Base for Model Ships  
By Gerardo “Jerry” Escobedo  |  Page 4 of 8 

Back to Home Page 
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8. Sealing the Surface 

Another good layer of white glue is applied over the 
entire foil-covered base and distributed evenly with a 
brush. This final glue layer helps harden the surface and 
unify the textures. Allow everything to dry thoroughly 
before moving on to painting. Reference the following 
photo: 

 
 

9. Painting the Sea 

After drying completely, the base can be painted. 
For this project, the sea was painted beginning with a 
dark base coat and gradually built up using different 
tones: 
 
• Black 
• Blues 
• Greens 
 

Making Waves: Creating a Dynamic Sea Base for Model Ships  
By Gerardo “Jerry” Escobedo  |  Page 5 of 8 

Back to Home Page 
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The colors can be blended freely according to personal 
preference and the environment being represented. 
Darker tones create depth, while greens and lighter 
blues help suggest sunlight and shallow movement 
near the wave tops. 
 

10. Creating Sea Foam 

To create foam texture, 
Golden Modeling Paste 
and Light Molding Paste 
were used. 
 
These acrylic pastes are 
excellent for 
representing: 
 
• Foam 
• Churning water 
• Turbulence 
• Breaking wave crests 
 

The texture they create gives the ocean a convincing 
three-dimensional appearance. Reference the photo 
above: 
 

11. Applying the Foam Effects 

The molding paste is applied primarily along: 
 
• Wave crests 
• Wake areas 
• Turbulent sections 
• Areas where the ship cuts through the water 
 
Reference photos of real ships are extremely useful 

here. Observe where foam naturally accumulates and 
how the wake behaves behind and alongside the hull. 
This step adds realism, energy, and motion to the 
display. Reference the photo below: 

 
Continues on the following page... 

 

 

Making Waves: Creating a Dynamic Sea Base for Model Ships  
By Gerardo “Jerry” Escobedo  |  Page 6 of 8 

Back to Home Page 
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12. Integrating the Ship 

Once the sea surface is complete, the ship is mounted 
onto the base. 
 
Additional molding paste is then applied around the 
hull to blend the ship naturally into the water. This 
creates the illusion that the vessel is truly displacing 
water as it moves forward. 
 
Allow the paste to dry completely before proceeding. 
Reference the photo below: 
 

 

13. Adding the Wet Effect 

To create the appearance of wet water and reflective 
surfaces, Liquitex Gloss Medium was used. This product 
dramatically enhances realism by giving the sea a 
translucent shine similar to sunlight reflecting off real 
water (thanks to my good friend Bruce McRae, modeler 
extraordinaire, for this tip). Reference the photo below: 
 

 

Making Waves: Creating a Dynamic Sea Base for Model Ships  
By Gerardo “Jerry” Escobedo  |  Page 7 of 8 

Back to Home Page 
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14. Applying the Gloss Medium 

The Liquitex Gloss 
Medium is applied 
directly onto the sea 
surface and distributed 
evenly with a brush. 
As it dries, the base 
develops depth, shine, 
and a convincing “wet” 
appearance that ties all 
the previous work 
together. Reference the 
adjacent photo. 
 

 

Final Result – Battleships Roma, Scharnhorst, 
Yamato, and Fuso 

The final result is a dynamic and highly textured sea 
base that enhances the presentation of the ship and 
adds movement, drama, and realism to the model. 
 
A sea base does far more than simply support a model. 
It tells a story. It captures a moment in time. 

Making Waves: Creating a Dynamic Sea Base for Model Ships  
By Gerardo “Jerry” Escobedo  |  Page 8 of 8 Back to Home Page 

Battleship ROMA 

Battleship SCHARNHORST 

Battleship YAMATO 

Battleship FUSO 
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Introduction to the Subject 

One of my modeling interests is Vietnam War 
riverine craft. Among the many 
types of vessels used in the 
Mekong Delta were experimental 
hovercraft known as Patrol Air 
Cushion Vehicles (PACV). Using a 

modified British design, Bell Aero Systems 
provided six vehicles to the U.S. Army and U.S. 
Navy for service in Vietnam in 1966. 

These unusual vessels were fast (up to 69 mph) and 
incredibly loud, earning them the nickname “Monster” 
from the local Vietnamese population. This, in turn, 
inspired PACV crews to paint grotesque, grinning faces 
on their vehicles. Each PACV was crewed by four sailors 
and could carry up to 12 troops—sometimes Special 
Forces personnel—with some troops even holding onto 
rails mounted along the outside of the crew 
compartment. 

Despite their strange appearance and distinctive noise, 
the vehicles proved successful in several engagements. 
Their ability to traverse rice paddies and berms with 

1/35 Scale PACV Hovercraft 
By Dana Mathes  |  Page 1 of 5 Back to Home Page 
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ease allowed them to rapidly overtake enemy forces in 
terrain that was difficult for conventional vehicles to 
cross. 

However, the PACV’s greatest strengths were offset by 
major drawbacks. Each vehicle cost approximately $1 
million, and maintenance demands were extreme, 
requiring roughly 20 hours of servicing for every hour 
of operation. After only a year of service, the Army 
retired its remaining vehicles. The Navy continued 
operating its PACVs until 1970, when they were 
transferred to the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Today, two PACVs still survive and can be seen at the 
Yanks Air Museum and the U.S. Army Transportation 
Museum. 
 

References 
 
The references for this project included: 
 

 Mesko, Jim. Riverine: A Pictorial History of the 
Brown Water Navy in Vietnam, Squadron/
Signal, 1985. 

 Modelers Alliance. PACV Walkaround. https://
modelersalliance.org/resources/pacv-
walkaround-part-1.295/ 

 R.M. Military History. Hovercraft in Vietnam. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=YQlldxe1Sdc. 

 Rottman, Gordon L. Vietnam Riverine Craft 1962
-75, New Vanguard, 2006. 

 
 

 

The Kit 

Up until Gecko Models released its 1/35-scale PACV kit 
in 2024, the only modeling option available was a very 
expensive resin kit. 

The large injection-molded kit from Gecko Models is 
impressively detailed and well executed. It includes a 
fully detailed cockpit interior, the armor plating later 
added to protect the engine, a segmented inflation 
skirt section, a fret of photo-etched (PE) parts, and a 3D
-printed rescue litter (commonly known as a Stokes 
basket). 

The decal sheet also provides the distinctive grinning 
face markings carried by each of the vessels. 
 
The kit’s parts are detailed and fit very well.  The action 
photos and videos I could find did not show stowage or 
soldiers on the outside of the vessels, so I did not 
include any.  In addition, I chose to build the model 
“curbside” style, so I did not complete the crew 
compartment interior or open the front hatch.  

1/35 Scale PACV Hovercraft 
By Dana Mathes  |  Page 2 of 5 

Back to Home Page 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQlldxe1Sdc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQlldxe1Sdc
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The few details I added included: straps for the litter, 
antennas, a second machine gun on the port side, and a 
helmet for accent on the .50 caliber machine gun 
turret.  The 3D-printed rescue basket is well done, but I 
drilled out the holes to make it look crisper.  To 
replicate the canvas partitions under the side machine 
guns, I used crepe paper and VMS Paper Shaper.  
Reference the following photos: 

Painting and Weathering process 
 
References photos showed that the paint on the 
vessels aged quickly, lightened in the tropical sun, 
especially on the horizontal surfaces.  Wear was most 
prominent on the crew and troop access areas as you 
would expect.  Mud and dust seemed to range from 
light to very heavy on the inflatable section and lower 
areas of the vehicle, with the upper portions only 
slightly dirty.  My approach was to only lightly chip the 
model and use light to moderate dirt build up on 
mainly the lower levels and walk areas. 
 
The progression of treatments was a follows: 
 

 Primed with Tamiya spray primer. 

 The air intake section was painted white per a 
walkaround reference photo, even though the 
kit paint plan had it as olive drab. It was 
randomly painted in three shades of off-white 
and then masked with foam and tissue paper.  I 
had to go back and touch up this boundary area 
later.  Reference the following photo: 

1/35 Scale PACV Hovercraft 
By Dana Mathes  | Page 3 of 5 Back to Home Page 
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 Pre-shaded with Tamiya NATO Black and then 
with multiple shades for browns and grays on 
top section.  The inflatable section was pre-
shaded with several shades of gray. Reference 
the following photo: 

 A mix of Tamiya acrylic green colors was used as 
the base color for the top section.  NATO black 
with a touch of flat brown for a rubbery look 
was used as the base color for the inflatable 
section. 
 

 Color modulation was done with dilute mixes of 
the base colors and varying amounts of deck 
tan, flesh, medium gray, light gray, and buff. 

 
Reference the photo on the upper right side of the 
page: 
 
 

 The thick kit decals were applied over a gloss 
coat.  After painting the decals with Werther’s 
setting solution (multiple applications), the 
decals were sealed with gloss coat and lightly 
sanded with 20K grit sandpaper (several 
iterations).  The grinning mouth decal was very 
difficult to set over the complex curved surface.   

1/35 Scale PACV Hovercraft 
By Dana Mathes  |  Page 4 of 5 

Back to Home Page 
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I tore this large decal in a couple places while trying 
to position it and had to touch up the decal with 
paint.  Many coats of gloss coat and sanding were 
required to get it blend into the paint coats. 
 

 The references showed a black line on the 
curved, leading faces of the propeller blades.  I 
applied strips of thin black tape made for R/C 
models.  As with the decals, it required many 
layers of gloss coat paint with sanding in 
between coats to match the photos. 

 Oil filters of light tan-beige colors. 

 Dot matrix oil filter. 

 Additional streaking with multiple colors of oils. 

 Pin washes around features. 

 Light chipping in high traffic areas.  Some chips 
were painted, but most were done with foam 
chipping using foams of different cell sizes. 

 Dry-brushing with multiple colors.  Tan was 

used to highlight the wooden walk areas. 

 Pastel chalks (multiple colors) applied as slurries 
and wiped off when dry.  Dark gray and black 
chalk applied around engine exhausts. 

 Details were highlighted with artist pencils. 
 

Base 

The base was constructed from a piece of flooring tile, 
a picture frame, and an engraved title block. The tile’s 
color and texture was chosen to suggest the mud of the 
Mekong River delta. Reference the photo above.  
 
Early in the construction process, I added a 1.5” wide 
strip of evergreen plastic to the underside of the model 
with a ¼” nut epoxied to the upper side of it over a 
hole. Later, I drilled a hole in the tile and inserted a bolt 
into the nut.  This secured the model to the tile, making 
it safe for transport and inspection by judges. 
 

Final Thoughts 
 
The Gecko PACV was a fun model to build and paint.  It 
was especially gratifying as this was a project I had 
hoped to undertake for several years.  Many folks have 
commented about what an unusual subject this is.  I 
hope this model inspires you to try new and unusual 
projects. 
 
 
 

1/35 Scale PACV Hovercraft 
By Dana Mathes  |  Page 5 of 5 Back to Home Page 
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Over 40 New and Updated Categories Added to Austin’s  
 

By Tim Robb  |  Page 1 of 2 

I’m happy to announce that more 
than 40 New and Updated 
categories have been added to this 
year’s 2026 Capitol Classic Model 
Show!  Here’s what’s new: 
 

Juniors (Category J00) 
J01 - Juniors 12 & under 
J02—Juniors 13 to 17 

 

Aircraft (Category 100) 
101—First Time Competitor: Aircraft 
105—1/72 & Smaller Rotary Wing 
106—1/48 & Larger Rotary Wing 
107—1/72 & Smaller Biplane 
109– 1/32 & Larger Biplane 
110—1/100 & Smaller military Single-Engine 
110—1/100 & Smaller military Multi-Engine 
121—1/48 Twin Engine Multi-Prop 
122—1/48 3+ Engine Multi-Prop 
126— Aircraft in Flight 

 

Armor (Category 200) 
201—First Time Competitor: Armor 
203—1/16 or larger (All Types & Eras) 
210—1/35 Fully Tracked Allies (1939-45) 
211—1/35 Fully Tracked Axis  (1939-45) 

 

Automotive (Category 300) 
301—First Time Competitor: Automotive 
312—Off-Road Vehicles 
313—Pickup Trucks 

Watercraft (Category 400) 
401—First Time Competitor: Watercraft 
402—Aircraft, Battleships, Battle cruisers, Cruisers 1/450 & 
Larger 
403—Aircraft, Battleships, Battle cruisers, Cruisers 1/451 & 
Smaller 
404—Surface Ships Smaller than Cruisers & Commercial 
Vessels 1/450 & Larger 
405—Surface Ships Smaller than Cruisers & Commercial 
Vessels 1/450 & Smaller 
406—Submarines 1/450  & Larger 
407—Submarines 1/450  & Smaller 
408—Boats, Speedboats, Motor Torpedo Boats, Motor Patrol 
Boats 

 

Science Fact & Fiction (Category 500) 
501—First Time Competitor: Science Fact & Fiction  

 

Gundam (Category 600) 
601—First Time Competitor: Gundam 
602—Straight Build—High Grade / Real Grade 
603—Straight Build—MG/MGSD 
604—Straight Build—Super Deformed 
610—Master Grade Super Deformed 
611—Non-Gundam Mecha 1/144 or Smaller 
612—Non-Gundam Mecha 1/144 or Larger 

 

Warhammer 700 
701—Warhammer 40,000: Single Miniature 
702—Warhammer 40,000: Unit or Kill Team 
702—Warhammer 40,000: Large Model or Vehicle 
704—Warhammer: Age of Sigmar: Single Miniature 
705—Warhammer: Age of Sigmar: Unit or Warband 
706—Warhammer: Age of Sigmar: Large Miniature or War 
Machine 
707—Warhammer: Horus Heresy & The Old World 

 

Diorama (Category 800) 
801—First Time Competitor: Diorama 

 

Back to Home Page 
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Over 40 New and Updated Categories Added to Austin’s  
 

By Tim Robb  |  Page 2 of 2 

 
 
 
 
 

Show Flyer 
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May 7th, 2026 Club Model Contest Winners 
By Julio A. Caro 

 Congratulations to all our 
May 7th, 2026 Club Contest winners! 

These four models tied for First Place each earning SILVER: 

KEITH RULE 
Freightliner 

Back to Home Page 
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HENRY NUNEZ 
German SS Figure 

KEITH RULE 
Carrera GT 

CHRIS MCLAIN 
Chapel of St Martin Diorama 



Page  23 

 

 

Back to Home Page 

ModelMania 2026 Show Winners List 
By Julio A. Caro  |  Page 1 of 6 

The following pages feature a selection of award-winning models from the MODELMANIA 2026 
show, held in Stafford, Texas, on May 2, 2026. These entries were submitted by members who 
chose to showcase their work in our newsletter. We extend our congratulations to all award 

recipients for their outstanding craftsmanship and achievement.  
 

Note: Entries are listed in the order received. 

JUNE 2026 Edition  |  Region 06 Newsletter of the Year for 2025! 

DANA MATHES | ModelMania 2026 (Stafford, TX) 

PHOTO DESCRIPTION SCALE AWARD(S) 

  
Asia-Pacific Armor Collection 

BEST MISCELLANEOUS AWARD 
1/35   

  PACV Hovercraft 1/35   

 Ethiopian T-55A Tank 1/35  

 Ferret Mk II Armored Car 1/35  

Back to Home Page 
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ModelMania 2026 Show Winners List 
By Julio A. Caro  |  Page 2 of 6 
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JULIO A. CARO | ModelMania 2026 (Stafford, TX) 

PHOTO DESCRIPTION SCALE AWARD(S) 

  M1134 Stryker 1/72   

  Russian T-55A Medium Tank 1/72   

 U.S. Navy Shore Patrol Willys Jeep 1/72  

 USAF C-9A Nightingale 1/144  

 USAF VC-54D VIP Transport 1/144  

 Buccaneer S.MK.2  1/100  

Back to Home Page 
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ModelMania 2026 Show Winners List 
By Julio A. Caro  |  Page 3 of 6 
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JOHN KRESS | ModelMania 2026 (Stafford, TX) 

PHOTO DESCRIPTION SCALE AWARD(S) 

  USS Gato Class Submarine 1/700   

  Porsche 911 GT3R 1/24   

 Austin Powers Shaguar 1/25  

 1971 Pontiac Firebird 1/32  

 Plymouth Prowler 1/25  

 SR-71 Blackbird 1/144  

Back to Home Page 
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ModelMania 2026 Show Winners List 
By Julio A. Caro  |  Page 4 of 6 
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JUAN NOLTENIUS | ModelMania 2026 (Stafford, TX) 

PHOTO DESCRIPTION SCALE AWARD(S) 

 M1130 Stryker 1/35  

 M3Grant Tank 1/35  

 MQ-9 Reaper Drone 1/72  

Back to Home Page 

BRETT SCHOLTEN | ModelMania 2026 (Stafford, TX) 

PHOTO DESCRIPTION SCALE AWARD(S) 

 Nike Hercules Missile 1/40  

 RQ-3 Dark Star UAV 1/48  
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ModelMania 2026 Show Winners List 
By Julio A. Caro  |  Page 5 of 6 
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DAVID AUTH | ModelMania 2026 (Stafford, TX) Page 1 of 2 

PHOTO DESCRIPTION SCALE AWARD(S) 

 1969 Chevy Nova 427 1/25  

 1985 BMW Racing Car 1/24  

 1988 Toyota MR2 1/24  

 2000 VW Golf 1/24  

 1995 Toyota Service Truck 1/24  

 1983 Skyline 2000 Turbo R30 1/24  

Back to Home Page 
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ModelMania 2026 Show Winners List 
By Julio A. Caro  |  Page 6 of 6 
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DAVID AUTH | ModelMania 2026 (Stafford, TX) | Page 2 of 2 

PHOTO DESCRIPTION SCALE AWARD(S) 

 1959 Cadillac Eldorado 1/25  

 1959 Drag Boat 1/25  

Back to Home Page 
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Our May 7th, 2026 meeting brought many of our members together once again for an evening 
filled with creativity, craftsmanship, and camaraderie. Whether you were presenting, learning, or 
simply enjoying the atmosphere, the meeting was a great reminder of what makes our club so 
special. Enjoy the highlights Below. 

May 7th, 2026 Meeting Photos 
By Julio A. Caro | Page 1 of 5 

President Jim Norton opens 
the evening’s meeting. 

Dana Mathes talks about 
judging standard and 

proposed judging form. 

Chris Settle brings up the 
topic of having challenge 
coins in ModelFiesta 46. 

Chris Menold brings the club 
up-to-date on ModelFiesta 

46 preparations . 

Treasurer Brando Porter 
briefs members on the club’s 

financial status. 

David Auth describes the work 
he’s doing on the new Ford 

Thunderbolt car his building. 

Jerry Escobedo discusses his 
on-going work on his 

Argentinean Pucara Plane . 

Rob Booth talks about several 
models kits his currently 

working on.  

Back to Home Page 
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May 7th, 2026 Meeting Photos 
By Julio A. Caro | Page 2 of 5 

Chuck Blair is working on a 
US Army soldier Figure and 

tells club how it’s going. 

Dana Mathes discusses a 
USMC F-4 project he is 

currently building . 

Chris Lenahan is working on 
several 3D-printed figures 
and give club an update on 

their progress. 

Juan Noltenius is building a 
1968 Pontiac Firebird and 

tells the club about it. 

Jorge Ortega is in the 
process of build another one 

of his beautiful Formula 1 
models and gives club 

information on progress. 

Lee Forbes gives an 
informative 

presentation on decal 
setting  using Pledge 
and related products. 

Tim Robb is working on a 
P-47 Thunderbolt aircraft 

and shares his experiences 
with the build so far. 

German  SS NCO 
Soldier figure built by 
Henry Nunez on the 

Contest Table. 

 JUN 2026 Edition  |  Region 06 Newsletter of the Year for 2025! 
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Chris McLain’s Chapel of St. Martin 
diorama on the Contest Table. 

Dana Mathe’s Tusca Ford Thunderbolt 
on the WIP table. 

 Jerry Escobedo’s in-progress 
Argentinean Pucara on the WIP Table. 

Jerry Escobedo’s USS Arizona Battleship 
on display on the WIP Table. 

Jerry Escobedo’s IJN Battleship Fuso on 
display on the WIP Table. 

Jerry Escobedo’s IJN Battleship Musashi 
on display on the WIP Table. 

Juan Noltenius is building this 1968 
Pontiac Firebird. 

Lotus 49B F1 1968 Race car by George 
Ortega proudly sits on the contest table. 

Back to Home Page 

May 7th, 2026 Meeting Photos 
By Julio A. Caro | Page 3 of 5 

US Soldier Figure by Chuck Blair on the 
WIP Table. 

JUNE 2026 Edition  |  Region 06 Newsletter of the Year for 2025! 
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M4A3 Sherman Tank by Chuck Blair on 
the Contest Table. 

David Auth’s Ford Thunderbolt on the 
WIP table. 

 Robert Stiegel’s Fiat G50 Freccia proudly 
sits on the Contest Table. 

 Robert Stiegel’s Sukhoi SU-15TM on the 
Contest Table. 

Keith Rule’s outstanding Freighliner on 
the Contest Table. 

Keith Rule’s Porsche Carrera GT 
on the Contest Table. 

Julio Caro’s USAF VC-54D VIP Transport 
sits proudly on the Contest Table. 

U.S. Marines F-4 in-progress by Dana 
Mathes sits on the WIP Table. 

Back to Home Page 

May 7th, 2026 Meeting Photos 
By Julio A. Caro | Page 4 of 5 

Julio Caro’s USAF C-9A Nightingale 
Medical Transport aircraft on the 

Contact Table. 
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Star War’s X-Wing Fighter by Greg 
Harmon on the Contest Table. 

Star Wars Scout Troupe 
by Greg Harmon on the Contest Table. 

In-progress WWII German NASHORN 
tank by Rob Booth on the WIP Table. 

Beautiful 1959 Cadillac Eldorado by 
David Auth on the Contest Table. 

Vendor kits for sale at the meeting.   Pre-meeting Socializing. 

Back to Home Page 

May 7th, 2026 Meeting Photos 
By Julio A. Caro | Page 5 of 5 
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AUSTIN, TEXAS 

JULY 10-12, 2026 
 

PIGMENT 
MINIATURES SHOW 2026 

 

The Pigment Show is an art-first conversation, dedicated to showcasing the creativity and 

skill of miniature artists of all disciplines, bringing together artists from around the world 

to connect, compete, learn and celebrate our  shared passion. 

JUNE 2026 Edition  |  Region 06 Newsletter of the Year for 2025! 

EXHIBITION 
 

The Pigment Miniature Art Exhibitionist works submitted by show Attendees. Entries of all genres 

may be entered. This juried exhibition uses the Open System of Judging to recognize the artistic 

achievement of submitted works by panels of judges. It is an inclusive system which 

recognizes artists based on achievement with no fixed number of awards. 
 

Exhibition Guidelines 2026 

VENUE 
 

Courtyard by Marriott Austin Pflugerville and 
Pflugerville Conference Center 

16100 Impact Way, 
Pflugerville, TX 78660, USA 

Visit the Pigment Miniatures Show Website for complete details 

Back to Home Page 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14nMLa0HLuPvdG-fkAEpHAtyzbKoNCyFI/view
https://pigmentshow.us/
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Mark your calendars and get ready to be inspired by the creativity and craftsmanship on display 
at these upcoming IPMS Region 06 model shows. 

EVENT DATE NAME LOCATION ADDRESS 

July 10-12, 2026 
PIGMENT 

Miniatures Show 
Austin, TX 

Courtyard by Marriott Austin Pflugerville 
and Pflugerville Conference Center 

16100 Impact way, Pflugerville, TX 78660 

August 5-8, 2026 2026 IPMS NATIONALS Fort Wayne, IN 
Grand Wayne Convention Center 

120 W. Jefferson Blvd. 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802 

08/22/2026 
Space City Shootout 

Model Car Show 
Stafford, TX 

The Stafford Center 
10505 Cash Rd, Stafford, TX 77477 

09/12/2026 SuperCon 2026 Arlington, TX 
Bob Duncan Community Center 

2800 S. Center Street, Arlington, TX  76014 

11/14/2026 Capitol Classic Taylor, TX 
Williamson County Expo Center  

5350 Bill Pickett Trail, Taylor, TX 76574 

02/20/2027 MODELFIESTA 45 New Braunfels, TX 
New Braunfels Civic Center  

375 S Castell Ave  
New Braunfels, TX 78130 

Back to Home Page 

Upcoming Shows and Events 
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Monthly Club Meeting Information 
 

Alamo Squadron monthly club meetings are the perfect place to connect with fellow 
modelers to exchange ideas and learn new techniques to enhance your craft.  Come 

share your latest projects, gain valuable insights, and enjoy the company of like-
minded individuals who share your love for scale modeling.   

 

Our monthly meetings are held 
on the first Thursday of the 
month staring at 6:30 PM at 
 

ABIDING PRESENCE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

14700 San Pedro Ave. 
San Antonio, TX 78232 

Our next meeting will take place on July 2nd, 2026. 

Back to Home Page 
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IPMS Membership Information 
Joining IPMS/USA is a great idea because it connects you with a dedicated community of scale modelers who 
share your passion. The society offers valuable resources, including detailed magazines, access to national and 
regional events, and opportunities for learning and improvement through workshops and contests. Membership 
also provides a platform to share your work, receive constructive feedback, and stay updated with the latest 
trends and techniques in scale modeling. 

 
 
 

Interested in joining IPMS?   
 

Here is  a copy of an IPMS Membership 
Application/Renewal Form.  You can 
download the actual form from the 

IPMS/USA website at: 
 

  https://iPMsusa.org/sites/default/
files/membership_application_0.pdf. 

 
 

https://ipmsusa.org/ 

Back to Home Page 
IPMS/USA 
P. O. Box 45235O 
Omaha, Nebraska 68145-0235 
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https://ipmsusa.org/sites/default/files/membership_application_0.pdf
https://ipmsusa.org/sites/default/files/membership_application_0.pdf
https://ipmsusa.org/
https://ipmsusa.org/all-events
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DIBBLES HOBBIES 
1029 Donaldson Ave, 
San Antonio, TX  78228 
(210) 735-7221 
http://dibbleshobbies.com 
OPEN:  Tuesday - Saturday, 10:00 am to 6:00 PM 
CLOSED:  Sundays and Mondays 
 
HOBBY TOWN 
1309 N. Loop 1604 W., 
Vineyard Shopping Center, Suite 101 
San Antonio, TX  78259-4769 
(210) 236-5527 
https://www.hobbytown.com/sanantonio-tx/l196 
OPEN:  Monday-Saturday, 10:00 am to 8:00 PM 
OPEN:  Sunday, 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
 
HILL COUNTRY HOBBY 
9355 Bandera Road, Suite 118 
San Antonio, TX  78250 
(210) 681-2007 
http://www.hillcountryhobby.com 
OPEN:  Tuesday - Saturday, 10:00 am to 6:00 PM 
CLOSED:  Sundays and Mondays 
 
HOBBY LOBBY 
Visit the Hobby Lobby website to find the nearest store 
to your location. 
http://www.hobbylobby.com 
 
LIONHEART HOBBY 
5500 FM 2770, Suite 103,  
Kyle, TX  78640 
(512) 504-3404 
https://lionhearthobby.com 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Monday - Thursday, 10:00 AM - 9:00 PM 
Friday 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM 
Saturday 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM 
Sunday 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
 
 

KING’S HOBBY 
7801 N. Lamar Blvd., Unit E188 
Austin, TX  78752 
(512) 836-7388 
http://kingshobby.com 
OPEN:  Monday to Friday, 10:00 am - 6:00 PM 
CLOSED:  Saturday and Sunday 
 
THE MODEL BOX 
1022 N. Main St. 
Boerne, TX  78006 
Office: (830)-331-9144 
Cell:  (714) 323-4710 
https://themodelbox.co/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to Home Page 
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Hobby Stores and Other Links 
Support hobby stores that support our club! 

http://dibbleshobbies.com
https://www.hobbytown.com/sanantonio-tx/l196
http://www.hillcountryhobby.com
http://www.hobbylobby.com
https://lionhearthobby.com
http://kingshobby.com
https://themodelbox.co/
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Officers and Support Staff 
 
 
 

Back to Home Page 

David Auth 
 Vice President 

Brandon Porter 
Treasurer 

Don Weaver 
Chapter Contact 

Mario Fernandez 
Webmaster 

Julio A. Caro 
Managing Editor & 

Publisher   
The Navigator  

Alamo Squadron Website 
https://www.alamosquadron.com 
 
Alamo Squadron FACEBOOK Page 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/114044928625406 
 
IPMS Membership Information 
https://www.myipmsusa.org/join-us 

Alan Larrumbide 
Assistant Editor 
The Navigator 
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Jim Norton 
President 

https://www.alamosquadron.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114044928625406
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114044928625406
https://www.myipmsusa.org/join-us
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Writing for the Newsletter Writing for the 
Navigator newsletter is more than just putting 
words on a page— it's a chance to shape the voice 
of our Alamo Squadron community and beyond. 
Each submission brings fresh perspective, 
whether it's a humorous anecdote, a detailed 
build report, or a reflective piece on modeling or 
camaraderie. These stories not only entertain, 
they inform and inspire, showcasing the diversity 
of skills, styles, and personalities within our 
chapter.  

When members take part, the newsletter transforms 
into something truly special: a collective showcase of 
creativity and shared passion. It becomes a publication 
we all own, reflecting the spirit and heart of our group. 
This sense of ownership builds stronger connections 
and invites new members to feel welcomed and 
engaged.  
 
Varied writing styles and topics add texture and 
interest, turning each issue into a lively mix rather than 
a monotonous read. It’s not just informative—it’s 
inviting. Submissions also lighten the load for editors 
and help keep content fresh and dynamic. In short, 
writing for the Navigator isn’t just helpful—it’s 
powerful. It turns readers into contributors, and 
contributors into community builders. Let your voice be 
part of the journey.  
 
Varied writing styles and topics add texture and 
interest, turning each issue into a lively mix rather than 
a monotonous read. It’s not just informative—it’s 
inviting. Submissions also lighten the load for editors 
and help keep content fresh and dynamic. In short, 
writing for the Navigator isn’t just helpful—it’s 
powerful. It turns readers into contributors, and 
contributors into community builders. Let your voice be 
part of the journey.  
 
We can use several types of content. Here are a few 
suggestions:  

 
Continues on the following page... 

Navigator Contributors Wanted! 
By Your Navigator Editing Staff  |  Page 1 of 2 

Back to Home Page 
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Short Teases 

 
Short teases—
about 300 words 
or less—are 
perfect for 
sharing 
anecdotes, 
humorous 

incidents, or brief stories from the hobby. Feel free to 
include a photo or illustration if it adds to the piece. 
These short entries are an excellent starting point for 
first-time contributors: they’re quick to write and a fun 
way to get involved. 

Full-Length Articles 

 
Full-length articles typically range from 500 to 1,500 
words. While longer pieces are welcome, keep in mind 
that a newsletter exceeding 40 pages can become 
overwhelming for readers. This is a hobby publication—
not a scientific journal or technical manual—so clarity 
and brevity are always appreciated. 

Visuals and Illustrations 

 
Including 5–10 images per article works well in most 
cases. Please attach photos and artwork as separate 
files rather than embedding them in the document; 
this allows us to properly size and position them during 
layout. You’re welcome to include captions, or we can 
add them for you—if needed. 

Image Placement 

If your article includes photos or illustrations, please 
indicate roughly where you would like them to appear 
in the text. The easiest way to do this is to insert a short 
note at the appropriate spot, such as: 

άώLƴǎŜǊǘ tƘƻǘƻ м ƘŜǊŜϐέ or άώLƴǎŜǊǘ CƛƎǳǊŜ м ƘŜǊŜϐέ 

This helps us match each image with the correct section 
of your article, especially when multiple photos are 
submitted. Don’t worry about exact placement—we’ll 
handle the final layout—but your notes help ensure the 
images appear in the right spot. 

Photo Tips 

Please submit the highest-quality images available. 
Files can be shared using free services such as Google 
Drive or WeTransfer if they are too large to email. 
 

File Format 

 
Whenever possible, please submit your article in 
Microsoft Word format (.doc or .docx), or in another 
program that can be easily opened and saved as a 
Word file. 

For New and Seasoned Writers Alike 

 
If you’ve never written an article before but would like 
to give it a try, we’re happy to help you get started. And 
for those with publishing experience—yes, our editing 
team will still give your work a careful once-over (it’s a 
publishing thing!). That said, we appreciate it if you 
review your work before submission. 

Navigator Contributors Wanted! 
By Your Navigator Editing Staff  |  Page 2 of 2 

JUNE 2026 Edition  |  Region 06 Newsletter of the Year for 2025! 

Back to Home Page 


